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Anglo-Saxon Literature/Beowuf Test Study Guide
Test Date: September 5, 2014

Directions: Complete ALL parts of the study guide. You do NOT have to use complete
sentences. Try to answer as much as you can without your notes or textbook to give
‘yourself a betler idea of how prepared you are for the test. Turning in a COMPLETED
Study guide the day before the test will carn you 10 points added to your average for the fest.

Anglo-Saon Background

List the people who invaded and conquered Bri
Britain vulnerable to invasions”

Romans, Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Normans; Roman Empire

‘Who ruled afier the Romans?

Anglo-Saxons

For how long did they rule?

About 500 years

‘What leader united these clans?

Alfred the Great

“The literature of his time has some common themes and ideals of conduct.
Themes: isolation, sorrow: Ideals: Bravery, loyalty, Honesty

n 106, what country invaded England and who led them?

Normandy; William the Conqueror

Afier 1066, what was the language of lterature?

French and Anglo-Saxon combined (became “Middle” English)
Define feudal system.

A hierarchy of society based on the exchange of goods/services for land
‘What language did monks use when writing?

Latin

1? The collapse of what empire left

them.

. How did literary works witten in English help England?

Gave them a sensc of shared identity
For how long did the Romans ule?

Approximately 500 years

Describe the Vikings.

Brutal barbarians who attempted to invade, but were defeated
‘What bonded the Anglo Saxons and caused them to survive?

A common enemy in the Vikings

‘What unified the Anglo Saxons?

King Alfred the Great

‘Who introduced Christianity?

Christian monks

‘Who defeated the Anglo Saxons? When?

‘The Normans in 1066

I what form was the Anglo Saxon lterature (poctry)?

Song, epic/narrative poetry

Define Alltration.

Several words beginning with a consonant sound
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